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(Confidential, for professional use only) 
  
  
Name: Joseph Williams 
Age: 15-2 
Grade: 10 
  
  
Reasons for referral and background information: 
  
Joseph was referred for a comprehensive evaluation to determine whether he is eligible for 
special education services. He currently has a 504 plan with accommodations to address an 
Attention Deficit Disorder. These include preferential seating, chunking of assignments, use of 
note cards, an assignment notebook, and extended testing time. He currently takes Concerta and 
Ritalin. Joseph is described as concerned about his performance in school and has commented to 
his mother that he needs help to be organized and to complete assignments. Joseph’s strengths are 
reportedly seen in his problem solving, creativity, and artistic talent. He struggles with math and 
handwriting, is forgetful, and has difficulties planning and prioritizing his work. He receives 
considerable support from his mother, who closely monitors his work, and he has also attended 
after school tutoring groups.  
  
Records indicate that Joseph was evaluated in fifth grade. At that time he was reported to be 
working on grade level, but labored over written assignments, which were of poor quality. 
Testing at that time revealed cognitive abilities that were average and above (WISC-III VIQ=105, 
PIQ=110, FSIQ-107). Strengths were seen in Joseph’s superior verbal and nonverbal abstract 
reasoning abilities, and mild weaknesses were seen in attention and concentration. In a 
subsequent evaluation, Joseph was diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder. Evidence of an 
anxiety disorder was also noted, and recommendations were made for close monitoring of 
medication to effectively treat these disorders.  
  

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES USED: 
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, Third Edition (WISC-III) 
Reynolds Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale (RCMAS) 
Conners – Well’s Self-Report Scale 
Conners’ Teacher Rating Scales – Revised  
  

  
Observations: 
  
Joseph presented as an agreeable young man who was rather shy in testing. He was serious in his 
approach to this evaluation. At times, he worked slowly, with considerable lags between 
presentation of the items and his responses. He typically persisted until he formulated an answer, 
but on a few occasions indicated that he couldn’t remember information to complete the items. At 
times he spoke softly and seemed uncertain of his answers. He laughed nervously when he 
encountered difficulties, and was embarrassed when he made a minor mistake on one of the 
items. 
  
Joseph reported that he is “doing fine” in his classes but explained that he has to “struggle” to 
earn his grades. He reported difficulty with “any math” and problems keeping up with 



assignments. When asked what might be helpful, he thought it would be good to have someone 
make sure he gets assignments turned in. He describes medication as helpful in keeping him 
focused and paying attention, though he says it makes him feel spacey. He denied sleep 
difficulties but reported worrying about school and having trouble concentrating. Joseph 
expressed an interest in a career in graphic design. 
  
Current Assessment Results: 
  
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children – Third Edition 
  
Verbal Subtests Performance Subtests 
Information 11 Picture Completion  13 
Similarities 10 Coding 8 
Arithmetic 9 Picture Arrangement 8 
Vocabulary 9 Block Design 11 
Comprehension 10 Object Assembly 7 
Digit Span 10 Symbol Search 8 
  
  
Index Scores:  100 
Verbal Comprehension 99 
Perceptual Organization 99 
Freedom from Distractibility 98 
Processing Speed 91 
Verbal Score 99 
Performance Score 96 
Full Scale Score 97 
  
  
Joseph’s WISC-III scores fall within the average ranges overall, and are slightly lower than 
previously reported in testing. Current scores are viewed as providing a low estimate of his 
cognitive capabilities. 
  
Average verbal abilities are seen in Joseph’s vocabulary, fund of general knowledge, and verbal 
reasoning. While these are adequately developed, some constriction was suggested in his 
performance. At times this might limit Joseph from fully developing his ideas. He performed 
slightly better on tasks requiring auditory attention and recall than seen in testing when he was 
younger. However, his performance on processing speed tasks requiring sustained effort was 
slightly lower than in the past. Joseph continues to display well developed visual-spatial skills. He 
is perceptive of visual detail, and is adept in analyzing and synthesizing abstract visual 
information. However, mild difficulties were noted on sequential organization tasks, and Joseph 
occasionally overlooked visual detail when more complex information was presented. 
  
Joseph’s current test performance reflects enhanced focus of attention and auditory recall, 
although mild difficulties continue to be noted in fluctuations in attention and sustained focus. 
His current performance also suggests anxiety, which constricted use of his cognitive strengths 
and slowed his processing speed. This also might disrupt focus of attention. Anxiety was 
primarily seen in Joseph’s elevated Worry/Oversensitivity scale on the Reynolds Children’s 
Manifest Anxiety Scale. This reflects worries, difficulty making up his mind and nervousness. In 
spite of these he attempted to present an idealized image that minimized difficulties overall. 



  
Conners – Well’s Self-Report Scale 
Conduct Problems 46 
Cognitive Problems 63 
Hyperactivity 51 
Conners’ ADHD Index 58 
  
  
  
Joseph’s rating of his behavior on the Conners – Well’s yields an elevated score on the Cognitive 
Problems scale. He endorsed frequent fidgeting, difficulty sticking with activities, poor 
handwriting, and difficulty concentrating. In addition, he reports often feeling irritable, having 
difficulty organizing his school work, forgetting previously learned material and learning more 
slowly than he would like. 
  
Conners’ Teacher Rating Scale – Revised 
  #1 #2 #3 #4 
Oppositional 45 45 45 45 
Cognitive Problems/Inattention  42 51 55 59 
Hyperactivity 45 45 45 64 
Conners’ ADHD Index 57 42 42 68 
  
  
Rating of Joseph’s classroom behavior using the Conners’ yields scores that are predominantly in 
the average range. However, a significant score on the ADHD Index and elevated score on the 
Hyperactivity scale are noted in one setting. In general, Joseph appears to be often distractible, 
inattentive, and to have difficulty completing tasks in some settings, although his behavior overall 
typically doesn’t not differ significantly from other boys his age. 
  
  
Summary and Recommendations: 
  
Joseph is a relatively young 10th grader with a history of ADD and anxiety whose current test 
scores underestimate his high average cognitive capabilities. Current results reflect mild 
inattention and distractibility in addition to some constriction due to anxiety. Other than his ADD 
there is no evidence of an underlying processing deficit that would suggest a learning disability. 
  
Current findings suggest that it might be important to reassess his medication, which continues to 
need close monitoring. Attention difficulties appear to be fairly well controlled at this time. 
However, anxiety and the effects it has on his performance might undermine the effectiveness of 
stimulant medication. Joseph might also benefit from involvement in counseling to help develop 
effective strategies to manage his ADD and anxiety as he copes with the demands of adolescence. 
Counseling also might help monitor medication effects. 
  
Current findings indicate that Joseph will benefit from continued use of a planner to keep track of 
his assignments. He also will continue to need assistance planning and prioritizing his work, 
which might best be established in regular routines. Preferential seating to minimize distractions, 
use of a word processor for writing, and extended time to complete tests continue to be 
appropriate. When faced with challenges in math, Joseph might benefit from tacking fewer 
problems at a time and breaking more complex problems down into simpler steps. He is less 
likely to overlook detail when faced with less material. It is also important for him to check over 



his work to catch errors. Advance preparation is likely to help minimize performance anxiety. 
Joseph also benefits from clearly defined expectations for his performance. When he knows 
exactly what is expected of him, he is less likely to worry about meeting expectations and making 
errors.  
 


