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Case History 
The evaluation was conducted as part of his IEP triennial testing. The evaluation was 
requested by his mother, Anne Curlin. She was concerned that Derek’s hearing deficit 
was worsening. Ms. Curlin indicated that Derek was less responsive to normal level 
speech without his hearing aids than when he was younger. Derek was diagnosed with a 
moderate to severe hearing loss at 65 decibels at the age of three. Subsequent testing 
since initial diagnosis has not indicated a deterioration of hearing. Derek has been 
wearing bilateral hearing aids since age three.  

Evaluation Results 
Derek was extremely quiet when he entered the testing center. He was not wearing his 
hearing aids. He did not answer when asked how often the aids were worn. His mother 
reported that Derek’s use of the aids is intermittent. This evaluation indicated that 
Derek’s hearing loss continues to fall at the 65 decibel level bilaterally. This represents a 
moderate to severe hearing loss. At the 65 decibel level, Derek is unable to hear most 
speech sounds at normal conversation levels. He requires bilateral hearing aids to hear 
speech and environmental sounds.  

Recommendation 
It is recommended that Derek wear his hearing aids at all times to ensure complete 
understanding of conversation. This is especially important in classroom and crowd 
situations. A hearing specialist or speech therapist with hearing-specific training should 
conduct weekly checks to endure the aids are in working order. Derek should continue to 
receive speech therapy to improve his articulation. It should be noted that Derek appeared 
extremely withdrawn during this evaluation. Often, children with hearing loss of Derek’s 
age show signs of depression tied to coping with their disability. Derek’s parents should 
consider counseling to help him deal with the hearing loss.  
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